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FINAL PROJECT UPDATE TO THE HOMEOPATHY ACTION TRUST
Firstly, I would like to stress how very much we have all appreciated 
the opportunity, made possible totally by the funding grant from HAT, to continue to run our low cost homeopathy clinic for children with ADHD type challenges over the last year, from May 2010 - June 2011.

Sadly, this has been an increasingly difficult year as far as our parent organisation, Attention Fife, is concerned. Our core funding from Fife Council was slashed at the end of March 2010, as part of the many cuts being made because of the dire financial situation of local government. 
 
Despite our best efforts to secure alternative funding, which proved 
futile, we had no choice but to make our Co-ordinator, and sole 
employee, Dianne Girvan, redundant at the end of June'10.
Although Dianne now has another full time post at the local College, she continues to be very supportive of AF, and in June'11 was elected as Chair of our Board.  Thankfully an application to the Scottish Government resilience fund has enabled us to keep our office and family/consulting rooms for two more years, though we had to downsize to smaller, but cosier, rooms in the same building.

Since we 'lost' Dianne one year ago, as a most competent and welcoming presence in the resource centre, we have tried to keep most of our services operating as best we can, with the assistance of several very overstretched, but loyal, volunteers. Inevitably though, we have lost considerable momentum, which has been reflected in a reduction in the numbers of children referred to us of late. 

However, priority has been given to the continuity of the homeopathy 
clinic. Over the last year we have worked with 22 children, and several parents, some only very briefly, as there has been a significantly higher drop out rate this year. This we are very disturbed about, as it is so markedly different from other years. We question whether all the adverse media publicity about homeopathy of late can be to blame, or whether, perhaps even more disturbing, although not beyond the realms of possibility, there has been a concerted effort by certain NHS staff to dissuade families from accessing our services.

A few of the children we have been working with we have known over several years, and it is very heartening to see the progress they are making. 
To quote one parent: "Your help and support through the homeopathy for***** (and sometimes her Mum) has allowed our sweet, funny, spirited wonderful little 6 year old fulfil the potential I knew was there while helping the distracting, sometimes distressing issues, disappear. That's 2yrs 6mths now you've worked with *****, from age 4yrs to 6yrs 6 mths, and you have made such a difference.....The clinginess, alternating with challenging strops, are no more. The speech issue which compromised her clarity at school and with strangers is, and has been for some time totally corrected. This along with the support for focus and calm, has helped her to become more focussed and calm and allowed her to thrive at school, at home and socially with friends...Thanks for all you've done"

Clinics have been held fortnightly until this spring, when, with fewer children, we reduced to monthly clinics, with telephone consultations as necessary between times. Our final clinic was held on 1st June. Jenny Livingstone has kindly volunteered to follow up two of the remaining families with telephone consultations, as necessary, and to offer ongoing case discussion facility with me of the remaining, and subsequent, children with whom I may be working in the future. The experience of working alongside Jenny, with these often very complex children, over the last seven years from when I was a 2nd year student homeopath, has been a tremendous learning experience, for which I am most grateful.

Thank you again for having supported our work, and for enabling us to 
make a difference to some very troubled and challenging children.
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